Dissociation of soluble antigen-antibody complexes by rheumatoid factor IgM.
Intact rheumatoid factor (RF)-active IgM dissociated soluble antigen-antibody complexes formed in the antigen excess zone, whereas trypsin-digested protein had less effect. The dissociation mechanism involved an interaction between the RF IgM and the Fc gamma of antibodies in the complexes. RF-active IgM had no demonstrable effect on antigen-antibody complexes when the antigen or the antibody had been immobilized. This was true irrespective of whether the experiments were performed in the antigen or in the antibody excess zone and despite binding between RF IgM and the immobilized proteins.